
SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2020



“God waits for us. 
He doesn’t get tired, 

He doesn’t lose heart.”
-POPE FRANCIS

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 24, 2020
SUN 5/24  ASCENSION: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/

Mt 28:16-20   

7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/ 
  Jn 17:1-11a 

MON 5/25  Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33

TUE 5/26 Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 [33a]/Jn 17:1-11a

WED 5/27 Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab [33a]/ 
Jn 17:11b-19

THR 5/28 Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/ 
Jn 17:20-26

FRI 5/29 Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab [19a]/Jn 21:15-19

SAT 5/30 Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 7b]/ 
Jn 21:20-25

SUN 5/31 Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/
Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-
39. Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Ex 
19:3-8a, 16-20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/
Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 
35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39. Day: Acts 
2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/
Jn 20:19-23
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LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 
Today marks a special day in the Church as Christ establishes the Church’s mission and purpose and calls his disciples, then and now, 
to the work of accomplishing that mission. And what ultimately is that mission and purpose? To bring all things together in Christ. All 
that ever was, is, or shall be and all times and seasons find their fulfillment in Christ. To be in Christ is the goal of all creation. All of 
this begins with baptism and the realization that Christ is present with us, risen and glorified, always. If we approach Christ’s fullness 
with faith, then the eyes of our hearts can be enlightened, and we can begin to see the greater truth of who we are and what creation 
is meant to be. Christ is really and truly far above all things and the beginning and end of all things. Understanding ourselves in this 
way really changes up the meaning of life.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 24, 2020 
Sunday:  The Ascension of the Lord; 7th Sunday of Easter;  
  World Communications Day

Monday: St. Bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the Church; St. Gregory  
  VII, Pope; St. Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin; Memorial Day

Tuesday: St. Philip Neri, Priest

Wednesday: St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop

Next Sunday: Pentecost Sunday

WEEKLY PRAYER
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FIRST READING 
When he had said this, as they were 

looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him from their sight. (Acts 1:9)

PSALM
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. (Ps 47) 

or Alleluia.

SECOND READING
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 
of wisdom and revelation resulting in 

knowledge of him. (Eph 1:17-23)

GOSPEL
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of  
the Holy Spirit.” (Mt 28:19)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
A pair of ducks found their way to the same little corner of the property year after 
year. Sheltered by a little grove of trees, they quickly made their preparations to build 
a nest, lay eggs, and welcome in a new family. Then one year, only one of the ducks 
came to that little corner. She went about the business of building a nest, but this 
time, she was clearly unsettled. She would wander around, sometimes seemingly 
without purpose, almost hoping perhaps that her mate might come along. But, she 
remained alone. There were many times when we could hear her “crying”, mourning 
her loneliness and lack of purpose, sitting on a batch of eggs that would never hatch. 
One day, she quietly left that little corner never to return again.

Many human beings approach life this way. We silently grieve our loneliness, lack of 
direction, and sense of purpose. Maybe life once had meaning for us, but nothing 
seems to claim us and settle our restlessness any longer. We wander around looking 
and hoping for someone or something to come our way. We may even sob at times, 
wailing as we sit with the misery of our pain. Will happiness ever come our way 
again? Or will we simply leave where we are never to return again? Many are lost, 
wandering souls who are not quite sure where to settle or where to make a home.

We are meant to be in Christ. This glorious feast of the Ascension shows us, with 
clear vision, who Jesus really is! Understanding ourselves in Christ really changes 
things up and reorients us to our greater purpose, mission, and meaning. We 
are part of the cosmic wonder of creation and part of a bigger plan and mystery, 
destined to be much more than what we now know ourselves to be. Could Jesus’ 
friends know who he would become? If we can find the Christ present within and see 
the Christ bursting forth in all creation and beyond, then we can come to know our 
truth and understand where our home and life is meant to be.

Advancing upon the blessing of each new day with the certain knowledge that you 
are an unconditionally loved child of God gives you the axis and the safe harbor 
to cope with whatever comes your way. The gift of joy will be yours, and you can 
discover your true meaning and purpose. Look within, look without, look above, and 
look below. You are not alone. Trust that God will lead you where you need to be and 
transform you into who you really are.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained:  
Fast Before Communion?

Question:

Why are Catholics required to fast 
before Communion?

Answer:

How we prepare for an important event 
helps us with the intentionality of our 
actions and raises our awareness. We 
prepare our house for guests. We wash 
our car before an important trip. We 
create a nursery for a newborn child. All 
of these actions heighten our senses for 
what is about to come.

The fast required by canon law before 
holy Communion has its roots in Jewish 
spiritual practices. We fast for cleansing 
and to demonstrate our reliance on 
God. Catholics used to fast for much 
longer periods of time, but it was Pope 
Paul VI in 1964 who set the time at one 
hour in an attempt to encourage people 
to receive the holy Eucharist more 
frequently. That one hour observance 
allows us to pause and reflect on what 
we will participate in in the very near 
future. We deny our bodies so that we 
can focus more clearly on the Body of 
Christ that we will consume.
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
We Are Family

I am looking forward to an empty nest. It isn’t that I do not love my children or 
that I will not miss them. I am simply looking forward to catching up on life. I look 
forward to times when there is no one else there except for my wife. It will be a 
time to ourselves that I hope will be time well spent. I look forward to the days 
when my children will visit (with grandchildren, I hope!). There will be occasions 
we visit them as well (to see grandchildren, I hope!). The truth is, even though we 
will not be living in the same house, we will never be too far from one another. 
We belong to each other no matter what.

That is how it is with family. When we become disciples of Jesus Christ, we belong 
to him. We are family. Our greatest gift to give is our very selves to one another. 
Jesus gave all of himself to us. Even though he ascended to his Heavenly Father, 
he remains with us in love and grace, especially in the Holy Eucharist. He has 
shown us how to love and how to be family. Even when we cannot see him, Jesus 
remains with us. Hopefully, we can follow in that example and give of ourselves 
fully and be there for those we love whenever they need us, especially if they 
need us to watch the grandchildren. (It is a ways away, but I want to plant the 
seeds now!)

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help  
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture
First Reading
The story of the Church as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles begins with Jesus’ final 
instructions and the Apostles’ witness of his ascension into heaven. What role does 
the ascension of Jesus play in your understanding of “Church?”

Second Reading
Paul speaks of the unity of the church using the metaphor of the “body” of Christ. 
Where do you see the Church most united today?

Gospel Reading
Prior to his ascension, Jesus’ promise to the disciples was his abiding presence “until 
the end of the age.” When do you experience Jesus most present to you?

“All power in heaven and 

on earth has been given 

to me. Go, therefore, and 

make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.”  

— Mt 28:18b-19

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

LITURGICAL LIFE
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3 EASY STEPS 
To Keeping Yourself & Others Healthy!
We are cautioned to be especially careful during the Coronavirus outbreak.  
Here are some simple ways to keep sickness away.

Wash Your Hands 
Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds using soap and water. If you can’t wash  
your hands, use hand sanitizer frequently.

Don’t Touch Your Face 
Especially around the eyes, nose and mouth. If you must sneeze, use a tissue or  
your arm.

Keep Your Distance 
Practice social distancing during this epidemic and stay away from large groups. 
Instead, call, email or check up on family and friends using social media.

“Go, therefore, and 

make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing 

them in the name 

of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to 

observe all that I 

have commanded 

you. And behold, 

I am with you 

always, until the 

end of the age.”  

- Mt 28:19-20

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
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Compassionate and Loving Father,

In the face of confusion and concern  
impart to us the calm of Your presence.

In You allow us to find hope and healing.

Be with those who serve the sick and 
give them Your caring hands.

Be with those who lead and give them  
Your spirit of wisdom.

Be with those who have fallen ill and 
give them Your comforting heart.

Wrap Your arms around our world  
and hold us in Your love. 

Allow us at this time of trial to then 
serve as instruments of that love 

to all we meet.

We ask this in Your Name. 
Amen

PRAY

Your home  
is heaven 


